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It was great to be back in Brazil – friendly people, 
amazing birding and all the churrasco you can 
eat makes this country a paradise for naturalists. 
We began our adventure at Pousada Piuval, 
where on our first morning we were inundated 
with a huge gathering of wading birds just 
outside of our rooms – Southern Screamer, 
several species of herons including Capped, 
Cocoi, and Whistling, Plumbeous, Buff-faced 
and Green Ibises, Roseate Spoonbills, Wood 
Storks and many gigantic Jabirus, Greater Rheas 
and stately Red-legged Seriemas. Forays into the 
nearby woodlands produced great birds such as 
White-fronted Woodpecker, Red-crested 
Cardinal, Rufous Cacholote, White Woodpecker, 
White-wedged Piculet, Mato Grosso Antbird, 

White-lored Spinetail, Black-bellied Antwren, Red Crested Finch, Suiriri Flycatcher, Chotoy Spinetail, our first 
Hyacinth Macaws and Toco Toucans and many others.  An evening excursion had us watching a Giant Anteater 
for several minutes and Spot-tailed and Scissor-tailed Nightjars after dark. A fantastic introduction to the Pantanal. 
 
Our next destination was Porto Jofre, the launch point for perhaps the most anticipated part of the trip; heading 
out on boats to search for Jaguars. We made some strategic birding stops en route and added the spectacular 
Scarlet-headed Blackbird, diminutive American Pygmy Kingfisher, furtive Subtropical Doradito and rare austral 
migrant White-banded Mockingbird as well as several other species to our 
growing list. Our signature boat trip on the Cuiaba River was nothing short of 
spectacular, with incredible views of three Jaguars, including a huge male 
swimming across a wide portion of the river, and a female stalking unseen 
prey and jumping into the water from a large tree limb! Other highlights 
included Pied Lapwings with tiny chicks, a nesting colony of Black Skimmer, 
Yellow- and Large-billed Terns and great photographic opportunities of a 
variety of herons and kingfishers. We did very well with mammals, with great 
views of Giant Otters and the much less common Neotropical River Otters as 
well as two Brazilian Porcupines! Birding some gallery forest nearby produced 
yet more new birds such as Helmeted Manakin, White-winged Becard, Rufous 
Casiornis, Saffron-billed Sparrow, Fawn-breasted Wren (almost a Pantanal 
endemic), Large-billed Antwren, Blue Ground Dove and others. 
 
Our third and last lodge in the Pantanal was the incomparable Aymara Lodge, 
which we reached after a long drive back from Jofre. Here we were greeted 
by Hyacinth Macaws nesting just outside of the reception, Bare-faced 
Currasows and Blue-throated Piping Guans patrolling the grounds, and a 
variety of parrots, woodcreepers and woodpeckers. Bird feeders attracted 
Chaco Chachalacas, scores of Yellow-billed Cardinals and even the shy 
Undulated Tinamou. It was difficult to leave the grounds of the lodge which 
were teeming with life. Buff-throated, Great Rufous, Planalto, Straight-billed 
and Narrow-billed Woodcreepers were all around the lodge, while Turquoise-
fronted and Orange-winged Parrots as well as Golden-collared Macaws fed on 
fruit nearby. A walk in the gallery forest was productive, adding Flavescent 
Warbler, Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher, Pearly-vented Tody-Tyrant, Guira, 
Hooded and Grey-headed Tanagers, and an amazing sighting of a White-eyed 

Agami Heron by Lev Frid 

Red-billed Scythebill by Lev Frid 
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Attila killing and eating a large treefrog! One afternoon was devoted 
to a boat trip on the nearby Rio Claro, dedicated to some tougher 
targets. We persevered and got great views of two often very 
difficult herons, the shy Agami and the tiny Zigzag Heron, as well as 
Boat-billed Herons, Sunbittern, Sungrebe, Green-and-rufous 
Kingfisher, Nanday Parakeet, Scaly-headed Parrot, Cream-coloured 
Woodpeckers and after dark, clouds of Band-tailed Nighthawks and 
even two Scissor-tailed Nightjars. Continuing our amazing mammal-
watching streak, during our stay at Aymara we also had a total of 
four sightings of Brazilian Tapir, including a lengthy daytime sighting! 
 
Our next and final destination was the spectacular red sandstone 
cliffs of the Chapada dos Guimaraes, in search of cerrado specialties. 
The lodge or “pousada” was situated right inside the national park 
and was the perfect home 
base for exploring the 
nearby cerrado. In the 
next couple of days our list 

grew quickly, adding several cerrado specialties including Spot-backed 
Puffbird, White-rumped and Shrike-like Tanager, Curl-crested Jay, 
Checkered Woodpecker, Blue-winged Macaw, Horned Sungem, 
Chapada Flycatcher, Coal-crested Finch and the much-wanted Collared 
Crescentchest. We even lucked out with both Pheasant and Pavonine 
Cuckoos, the former perched in the open for several minutes and the 
latter alas only giving a brief view. In the forest we encountered a 
different suite of birds, including some Amazonian species whose range 
just creeps into the chapada. Highlights here were Brown Jacamar, 
Band-tailed Manakin, Lettered Araçari, Channel-billed Toucan, Tatapua 
and Short-billed Tinamous, Amazonian Motmot, Flame-crested, Blue-
necked, White-lined Tanagers, and a great view of a Sharp-tailed 
Streamcreeper. The food at the pousada was first-class and was rated 
best food of the trip by the group, and we enjoyed a fantastic final 
dinner together before heading back to Cuiaba, where we bid our 
goodbyes to the folks finishing the tour while the rest continued on to 
Alta Floresta for the Amazon extension. As always, a very memorable 
trip to the Pantanal, with some amazing mammal sightings and some 
solid birding! 
 
 
 

 

Annotated List of species recorded 

For the species list and more photos, please see the eBird Trip Report: https://ebird.org/tripreport/77792 
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